Review of 20 years of HPV research in Slovenia.
Human papillomaviruses (HPV), remarkably diverse DNA viruses etiologically linked with various benign and malignant neoplastic lesions of mucosal and skin epithelium have been the subject of intensive research for the last 30 years worldwide. Briefly to review 20 years of HPV research in Slovenia by analyzing the articles published in journals indexed in peer-reviewed databases Medline/Pubmed, Science Citation Index/Web of Science, Embase and PsycINFO. Up until October 2011, Slovenian researchers published 73 articles in journals indexed in peer-reviewed databases, which can be divided into 15 categories: detection of HPV in archival clinical specimens, development of novel HPV tests, evaluation of various commercial tests for the detection of high- and low-risk alpha-HPV, HPV and anogenital tumours, HPV testing in routine gynecological practice, HPV and laryngeal benign tumours, HPV and laryngeal epithelial hyperplastic lesions and laryngeal cancer, HPV and tumors in oral cavity, HPV and esophageal benign and malignant tumors, HPV and inverted papillomas, genomic diversity of selected HPV types, hair follicles as an important endogenous reservoir of HPV, identification and characterization of novel HPV types, HPV vaccination and HPV basic research. Until October 2011, Slovenian HPV papers received 473 citations (self-citation excluded) and their Hirsch index is currently h=13. In the last 20 years, Slovenian HPV researchers have been actively and successfully incorporated in the international HPV community and have contributed small but significant achievements in the field.